
You may have noticed a different look on the front of the newsletter. The staff has been hard at work re-visioning an image 
that portrays who we are as a church.  The tree you see embodies our life as a church.  We are rooted firmly in Christ, with 
branches that stretch out into the world.  The leaves on the tree represent us, the church.  We are many and we are diverse, 
but when we come together we are strong, useful and beautiful in the eyes of God.  The image of a tree is rich for interpreta-
tion, and no doubt you will find a special way to identify with this picture.  You will be hearing more about it in the upcoming 
weeks and months.  
 

There are also three words that represent who we are and what we stand for as a congregation:  EMBRACE, EQUIP, and    
ENGAGE.  You may remember that some years back, as the church was in a time of transition, we held several community 
conversations.  These were opportunities that provided a chance for us to think about who we, as a church, have been in the 
past, and who we want to become in the future.  Out of these community conversations came some distinct themes.  Worship 
is central to who we are as a church—a means to bring people into a closer experience with God.  Bible study was also high-
lighted as a means by which we can grow in our knowledge of who God is.  Finally, we are a missional church.  It was voiced 
over and over how important it is that Tomahawk reach out into our communities and our world to share the love of Christ.  
Out of these three ideas that the church brought forward those years ago, came the three “E” words you read today:           
EMBRACE, EQUIP, and ENGAGE. 
 

These three words, I believe, are Tomahawk’s way of living out our Great Commission given by Jesus Christ:  to make disci-
ples.  Here’s how we do that: 
 

Embrace:  (LOVE) Most people who visit a church first come to an 11:00 worship hour.  They are exposed first to our com-
munity of faith in a worship setting.  We are called to embrace all who enter our doors, and part of the way we do that is 
through creating a worship service that helps people in all stages of their journey of faith to experience sacred moments with 
God.  Also, as Christians we are given the highest commandment to love God and love others—we are called to embrace all 
children of God—loving them and inviting them into our fellowship so that they can be transformed by the power of God.  
Whether it be a Sunday morning, Wednesday night, or a special fellowship event, our church is one that will embrace every-
one. 
 

Equip:  (TEACH) No matter where we are on our spiritual journey, we can always learn more about who God is and how God 
is working in the world.  Through Bible study on Sunday mornings, small groups, special events, and other opportunities we 
become equipped with knowledge of God.  From learning the basic Bible stories to interpreting scripture and forming our 
own theologies we all have room to grow. Tomahawk is focused on providing quality learning experiences for our congrega-
tion and community. 
 

Engage:  (SERVE) As we embrace each other in love, and as we become equipped with the knowledge of God, we are then 
able to engage in mission.  Tomahawk has a heart for local missions, especially.  We take every opportunity possible to reach 
out to our community—and what a high calling that is!  Being the church means going outside the walls of the church build-
ing and living as the hands and feet of Christ in the world.   
 

Our hope is that these three words will become a regular part of Tomahawk’s common vocabulary.  We want the world to 
know who we are and what we stand for.  These three “E” words are easy to remember and to repeat.  Hopefully they will 
give our congregation something straightforward (and easily remembered) to tell people when they ask about our church.   
 

Tomahawk Baptist Church exists to embrace people with God’s love and equip them so that they can engage in mission.  

 
See you in church! 
Mary 
 

 

Newsletter, September   2013



Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Small Group Study: Animate Bible/ 
  Prayer Time 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 

 

Children’s Choirs meet from 6:15—7:00 p.m. The age divisions 
will be as following: 
  

  Littlest Angels:    
  Leader:  Mindy Stout and Rhea Ziesmer 
 

  Cherubs:    
  Leaders: Crystal Breedlove 
  

  Choral Kids:   
  Leaders: Laura Easton, Chris Schardt,  
  Jeanie Billings 
 

Children’s Mission Groups  meet at 7:00 p.m.  These groups 
are a great way for children to get engaged in ministry both 
locally, and around the world.  Our children’s mission groups 
participate in projects monthly, and help bring awareness of 
local needs to our congregation.  
 

  Mission Friends:  Ages 3-Kindergarten 
  Leaders: Rochelle & Pete Zangardi 
 

  Children in Action (CIA):  Grades 1-5 
  Leaders:  Christie Hamlett, Betsy Harrell 
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 Wednesday Nights 

Dinner Menu for September 

September 4 
Adults: BBQ Ribs,  Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Corn on the Cob 

Children: Hot Dogs, Chips 
Cream of Chicken Soup, Assorted Desserts 

 
September 11 

Adults: Chicken Parmesan, Spaghetti Noodles, Broccoli,     
Garlic Bread 

Children: Cheeseburgers, Chips 
Bean Soup, Assorted Desserts 

 
September 18 

Adults: Beef Pot Roast, Parsley Potatoes, Glazed Carrots, 
Mixed Greens 

Children: Grilled Cheese, chips 
Chicken Noodle Soup, Assorted Desserts 

 
September 25 

Adults: Fried & Baked Fish, Spoon Bread, Green Beans,       
Cole Slaw 

Children: BBQ on a Bun, Chips 
Vegetable Soup,  Assorted Desserts 

 
Please sign-up if you plan to attend Wednesday Night Dinner. 
It is very hard to plan without an accurate count. We want to 
make sure everyone has a great meal!. Thanks!  
~Jerry Worsham 

MUSIC NOTES!! 
Wednesday nights are BACK!!!   

All choirs will meet on September 4th  

The following choirs meet from 6:15 – 7 PM 

 Littlest Angels are for 2-3 years old 

 Cherub Choir is for Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 

 Choral Kids is for 1st – 5th Grades 

 Youth Choir is for 6th – 12th Grades 

 Sanctuary Choir meets from 7-8 PM  

 Praise Team: 2nd & 4th Monday night 6:30 p.m. 

               (September 9th & 23rd) 

Come one, Come All!! 

Praise the Lord through song – See you there!! 

Reconnect, Restore, Revive 

Fall Kick-Off 

Sunday, September 8 
 

Join the deacons on September 8th after the worship service 
for a covered-dish luncheon with the atmosphere of an old-
fashioned homecoming. We should have plenty of food if each 
family brings two of the following three items: meat, side dish, 
or dessert.  It doesn’t matter if it’s your own homemade fami-
ly favorite or if it’s something you picked up at Martin’s. Come 
kick off the new church year with your Tomahawk family! 

We Welcome  Our New Members 

Vickie  Dozier, Stormy Crozier and 
son Aiden, Cooper Schardt 

 

 
We Celebrate Baptism 

Cooper Schardt and Elizabeth Munn 
On September 15 

 

Congratulations ~ to the Tomahawk softball team. 
After a long, rainy season, the team finished id 2nd place 
and won the playoffs! Way to go! 
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From Your Associate Pastor 

For me, the coming of September always brings a sense of excitement and energy along with new opportunities and possibil-
ities.  This is especially true as I think about our Wednesday night activities restarting, new small groups, and all the other 
ways in which we as a church will equip disciples to live out our faith each day.  In addition to our Sunday morning Bible 
studies, we will have 3 new small group opportunities beginning this month.  Please contact Thomas Rawls if you have ques-
tions or would like more information and plan to be part of one or more of them. 
Financial Peace University- Thursday evenings at 6:45, beginning 9/12- We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace 
University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God's ways of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and inter-
active small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you've dreamed you 
could be. This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more! The 
class runs for 9 weeks (not including Halloween).  The cost of an FPU membership (the class materials and access to all the 
additional tools on the website) is $93.    
Animate Bible- Wednesday evenings at 6:15, In the Agape classroom, beginning 9/4- Animate Bible is a video based curricu-
lum that is designed to reinvigorate and deepen our understanding of the Bible, so we can encounter Scripture in a new way.  
Each week we will watch a video featuring a leading voice in the Christian faith, and dialog about the issues that are raised.  
Topics in this 7 week study include: “How was the Bible formed and passed down?”  “Does the way we access the Bible 
change how we read and interpret it?”  “What do we do with the Old Testament?”  Plan to join us for this intergenerational 
study; everyone from youth through senior adults is welcome! 
FAQ: Frequently Asked (but rarely discussed) Questions – Monday evenings, 6:45 at The Rawls house, beginning 9/16- At 
one time or another, all of us have questions and doubts about our faith; however, it’s often hard to find times and places in 
which we can discuss our questions openly, without fear of judgment, even in church.  This group will provide a safe space in 
which we can engage these issues of faith and life together as we seek to grow more into the likeness of Jesus.   The topics 
will be determined by the group itself, but we will begin by discussing how we understand and interpret the Bible since this 
will impact how we approach all the other discussions.  Other topics could include: difficult passages in the Bible and what 
we do with them, the relationship between our faith and our politics, or homosexuality.  Anything that touches on our faith 
and how we live it out each day is fair game.   
 

Grace and peace to you on our shared journey! 
 

Thomas 
 

T.U.M.A.D. = Tomahawk YoUth Making A Difference 

 September Collections— Bar Soap 
 

September 4:  Wednesday nights begin again! 
  Dinner, 5:30 p.m. 

September 8: Sunday Night Fall Kickoff 
  6:00 p.m. at the Waldrop’s house 
  Parent meeting and youth gathering 
  Bonfire and S’more’s 
  We’ll go over the fall youth schedule (Bible Study, retreats, etc.) 
  Parents—please put this on your calendars—we need your support 

 
Middle Schoolers Fall Retreat (grades 6-8) October 11-13 

“Ignite” at Eagle Erie 
Cost: $130 

Camp Pastor: Jeff Wallace, Pastor of Youth Development, Atlanta, GA 
Worship Leader: Declare, a Christian rock band 

The weekend will include worship, morning devotions, special        
interest conferences, recreation, and fellowship.  

(We will need at least one male and one female chaperone.) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=youth+group&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8I6qj_KyyaVgFM&tbnid=WnGOkqaNpHjXFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centralchurchnewburyport.org%2FChildrenYouth%2Ftabid%2F27803%2FDefault.aspx&ei=nNQsUZa6Kcmx0AGryIGwB


Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is celebrating its 
first anniversary this month!  Time flies 
when you are having fun.  The ministry 
began with a goal to touch the lives of our 

membership.  We then expanded into the local community 
and some distant communities—our prayer shawls/blankets 
have been delivered to Georgia and Arizona.  Ready for deliv-
ery are scarves, hats and mittens for the Matthew House in 
Canada and wash cloths which were added to the Operation 
Christmas Child shoe boxes collected in August and will be 
included in the November collection.  Being complied are 
items for the NICU (newborn intensive care unit) at MCV—
items for those tiny, tiny premies.  For those who see better 
with numbers, here are the estimated total contributions for 
the year: 
 
Adult Shawls—28  Baby Blankets—5  
Graduate Afghans—8  Hats—38 
Lap Blankets—24  Mittens—6 
Premie Blankets—7  Premie Hats—25 
Scarves—31   w/c Blankets—3 
Wash Cloths—89 
 
Items distributed to date: 
Total blankets or shawls—31 
Graduation blankets—6 
 
We have received one cash contribution and one yarn dona-
tion from outside the group membership.  Your help with the 
donation of gift cards to one of the various craft stores would 
be greatly appreciated. 

Still unclaimed is one scrape book, with pictures, thank you 
cards, etc.  We would love to have someone with a talent for 
organizing the book step forward.  Attendance at the Prayer 
Shawl sessions is not required—just the willingness to keep 
the entries up to date on your own time. 

Prayerfully consider joining the team—we can teach you to 
knit or crochet.  Use the time creating an item for your own 
prayer / meditation time if you are unable to attend the actu-
al meetings.  God’s loving attention to our prayers crosses all 
boundaries. 

Please see Sherry Graves with any questions. 

Page 4 Newsletter, September   2013  

Tomahawk on the Web 
In addition to our website, Tomahawk has a facebook page!    
You can find it at:  
https://www.facebook.com/TomahawkBaptistChurch.   
It is an extension of our online presence and a way to con-
nect and keep up with what’s going on during the 
week.  Please check it out and don’t forget to ‘like’ it so you 
can get updates from Tomahawk in your newsfeed! 

From the Church Office… 

 Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday,  
 9:00am—2:30pm  
 Please sign up for Wednesday Night  
        Dinner by Monday afternoon.   
        Call the church office:  744-2044 
 Please have any submissions for the monthly newsletter 

into the office by the 15th of the month prior to publica-
tion.   

 The following individuals or committee  have mailboxes 
in the Sunday school office: 

 Music   Missions 
 Budget   Earl Cheatham 
 Deacons  Treasurer 
 VBS   Golden Circle 
 Guys & Dolls  Church Clerk 
 Scholarship 
        Please check your boxes on a regular basis. There may         
        be time sensitive material.  
 Please be sure all of your contact information is correct 

in the office, phone numbers, addresses, emails, etc. 

Church Directories 
The directories are here and in the church office. If you had 
your picture taken and have not already picked up your di-
rectory, you may do so during regular office hours. If you not 
have your picture taken but would like a copy, please call 
the office and you will be added to the list.  Extra directories 
will be distributed first come, first served.  

Drama Kids International 
 

*Act Confidently* Speak Clearly* 
*Fun & Rewarding* 

Now meeting at Tomahawk Baptist Church 

Monday’s 5:00-8:00p.m. 

This acclaimed program has been helping children to act  

confidently and speak clearly for years.  

There are three age group categories: 

Lower Primary (ages 5-8) 

Upper Primary (ages 9-11) 

Acting Academy (ages 12-17) 

  Any Tomahawk member wishing to participate will receive 
a 10% discount. Call (804) 955-8062 for more information. 

 

Miles Richard Moore ~8/19/13 

Ricky and Modjulie Moore 

And  

Bryce Jefferson McCarter ~8/20/13 

Bryan and Brittany McCarter 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Donna Bright 
Virginia Cash 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
EB Davis 
Brent Hodges 
Joy Horner 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Lois Parsons 
Lois Ramseur 
Steve Sheffield 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 
Doris Wampler 

Friends and Family  
Jerry Burke 
Roy Hooker 
Patricia Leigh 
Mamie Lex 
Family of Buddy McDaniels 
Brenda Philbin 
Ann Powell 
 
Serving in the Military 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Belvoire, VA 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Robertson – Ft. Bragg 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

Tom Peters—658-5358 

Clyde Cottrell—276-2081 
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Facts & Figures as of August 25, 2013 

Offering   $4,278.00    Received to Date    $272,895.12 
Weekly   $8,967.47       Required to Date    $304,893.98 
Budget     $466,308.70   

Needed to Match Budget     $31,998.86 
Let’s each do our part and remember our pledges.  

 

Anyone making a payment for our Debt Retirement, please clearly 
mark your check and  offering envelope “Debt Retirement” so they 
will be posted correctly.  Thank you. 

Guys and Dolls 

September 23 at 10:30a.m. 

Guys and Dolls   present  

Patsy Butler 

Singing Gospel/Country  and More 

(Think Patsy Cline) 

Patsy  is a full time singer who feels that almost everyone 
can be touched through this avenue of ministry. Some of us 
heard her sing and can tell you she has a lovely voice. Patsy 
has also visited the Holy Land and will share her experience 
with us.  
 
Stay and have lunch with us.  Cost is $4.00.  Everyone is invit-
ed.  No charge for the program. 
Please sign up on the Guys and Dolls'  bulletin board or call 
the church office if you want to stay for lunch.  
 

Old Pictures Get New Life 

We would like to prepare a POWERPOINT (pictures thrown 
up on a screen by a computer) consisting of old personal pic-
tures of church members, doing things related to our 
church.  This would include any artifact you may have. 
Please put your name on each picture and give them to 
Thomas.  After they are scanned into the computer, we will 
return your pictures to you. 
The deadline is VALENTINES DAY.  We will remind you in 
each newsletter until then.  Help us to continue to record our 
history. 

Partners In Christ 

Our Partners in Christ offering will run from September 
22—October 27. This is our annual offering we collect to 
support our mission partners: local, state and international. 
Please clearly mark your offering so it will be posted cor-
rectly.  

Special Called Business Meeting 
Sunday, September 1 after worship 

The purpose of this called business meeting is to vote on 
those chosen to serve on the deacon board for the upcoming 
church year. Please be in prayerful consideration for the 
slate presented here;  

Those chosen to return to the board:  

  Pat Jennings and Doris Wampler 

Those chosen for ordination:  

  Astra Thornton and Robin Tarr 

 

 

Thank you Tomahawk church family for your love, support 
and comfort at the time of Ralph’s mom’s death. We love 
you.  ~ Ralph and Elsie Dillard 
 

My Tomahawk church family, Thank you so much for the 
continuous love and support that you all have given me 
throughout my life. The Bible, promise book, and the prayer 
blanket that you have given me means a lot. The promise 
book and the Bible will definitely come in handy during my 
years at VMI.  ~Love, Tommy Savarie 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Mary Richerson Mann, Senior Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

Crystal Breedlove, Interim Music Director 

Krista Manuel,  Children and Families Ministry 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

September 2013  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
Special Called  
Business Meeting 
after Worship 

2 

 

 
 

Office Closed 

3 4 
 

Fall Kick-off 
Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30 

Small Group 6:15pm 

5 6 7 

8 
Fall Kick-Off 
Covered Dish Lunch 
Youth Sunday Night 

Kick-off 6:00pm at 
the Waldrop’s 

9 
PSM  10:30am 
 
Praise Team 6:30pm 

 

10 
 
Deacon Meeting 
7:00pm 

11 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30 

12 
 
 
FPU 6:45pm 

13 14 

15 
11:00 Baptism 

16 
PSM 10:30am 
G & D Planning 
10:30am 

Sm. Group FAQ 
6:45pm 

17 18 

 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30 

19 

 
FPU 6:45pm 

 

 

20 21 

22 
Partners in Christ 
begins 

23 
PSM 9:30am 
G & D 10:30am 
Praise Team 6:30pm 

Sm. Group FAQ 
6:45pm 

24 25 
 
Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30 

26 

 
FPU 6:45pm 

27 28 

29 
Be the Church 
Canned Food  
Collection 

30 
PSM 10:30am 
Sm. Group FAQ 
6:45pm 

  FPU = Financial 
Peace University 

PSM = Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

G & D = Guys & 
Dolls 
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